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THE BIBLE ABOLITIONIST. 



“To the law and to the testimony ; If they speak not according to this 
word, It is because there is no light in them.” Isa. vm 20. “Alt Scripture Is 
given by Inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctriac, for correction, far 
Instruction In righteonsness. That the man of God might bo perfect, thor¬ 
oughly furnished unto all good works.” n Tim. in 10.17. 

Part YU,—Slave holding brougllt Hlreetly to the test of III* 
CHAPTER VII. 

Slaveholding condemned by the Decalogue. 

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 

9. “Thou shalt not boar false wituoss against thy neigh, 
bor.” 

It is only by bearing false witness against their neigh¬ 
bors, that oppressors can manage to keep themselves and 
each other in countenance, iu enslaving them. 

They bear false witness against them when they pretend 
that they beloug to an inferior race, and are not capable of 
rising to the elevated condition of free men. while they will 
give them no opportunity to rise. 

They bear false witness against them when they say they 
cannot take care of themselves, and need to he provided 
for by their masters, when the truth is, they support not 
only themselves but their masters besides. 

They bear false witness against them, when they charge 
them with idleness, wliile they allow them no inducements 
to labor—that they nre incapable of learning, when, by 
stripes and fetters, they deprive them of all opportunity to 
learn—and that they have not the delicate sensibilities, the 
tender affections, and the virtuous aspirations of other peo¬ 
ple, while they do all in their power to harden, and de¬ 
bauch, and crush, and imbrute them 

They bear false witness against them when they say they 
have no manly desire to become freemen, and are well con- | 
tented to be slaves, while they well know that it is only by 
ceaseless vigilance, by the slroug arm of force, by the ter¬ 
rors of the torture, and by a wall of all surrounding obsta¬ 
cles, that they are kept, for a single day, in the house of, 
their bondage. 

They bear false witness against them when they pretend 
that they are uuder the curso of Ham. aud that it is on this 
account that they epslave them—while they know they 
have no regard to the curse of Ham, and would as readily I 
enslave the sous of Sltcm or of Japhet, if they could but get 
hold of them. Statesmen of the first rank amoug them 
have openly avowed this, and the literary defenders of slave- 
holding do not scruple to say that the laboring whites should 
be enslaved. 

The ninth commandment forbids all falsehood, especially I 
all falsehood designed and adapted to injure our neighbor, j 
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But the slave system and its defenses are a tissue of false¬ 
hoods, from beginning to end, all adapted and designed to 
keep the slaves in perpetual bondage. The Slave system 
bears false witness against both man and his Maker, by its 
denial of the common brotherhood of humanity, und that 
man is created in his Maker's image. 

It bears false witness against the slave, against God, und 
against human nature, by denying the essential distinction 
between men and beasts, between persons and property, be¬ 
tween the image of God, and goods and chattels personal. 

It bears false witness against the slave, when it pretends 
to hold him in a condition of chattelhood, in order to Chris¬ 
tianize him and fit him for heaven—to deny him marriage 
in order to promote his purity aud sanctification—to sell 
him in the shambles that he may become a freeman in the 
Lord, to withhold from him the Bible that ho may bo res¬ 
cued from the heathenism of his forefathers—in a word, to 
rob him of himself; his wife, his children, and ajl his earn¬ 
ings, for his own good ! 

Slavery and slavcholding, with their defenses, constitute, 
in every point of view that can bo truthfully taken of them, 
the most comprehensive, the most audacious, the most ma¬ 
lignant of all falsehoods, against God and against man, 
against Religion and against Nature, against Benson and 
against Revelation, against Law, and against Liberty, 
against Individual rights, and against Public security 
against Conscience and against Common Sense. If the ninth 
commandment be not a condemnation of such a falsehood, 
it would be difficult to show that it condemns nuv falsehoods 
at all. 

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 

10. ‘"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, 
nor his maid servant, nor his ox, nor his ass. nnr anything 
that is thy neighbors." 

The slaveholder covets not merely all that is his neigh 
bops—his family and his property—but ho covets likewise 
the neighbor himself and all his future earnings, his chil¬ 
dren and his children’s children and all their earnings, in 
perpetuity! His coveting has, literally, no bounds. If it be 
not a breach of the tenth commandment to covet all that a 
man has, all that he ever can have, together with the man 
himself, and all his posterity, and tlleir earnings, how eau 
it be a breach of tho same commandment to covet only a 
certain portion of a man’s possessions, leaving to him the 
remainder, with himself and children besides ? Who can 
conceive of any other breach of the tenth commandment 
that equals in extent, magnitude aud atrocity the breach 
committed by slavcholding ? As the robbery of the man 
himself, with all his possessions und future earnings, aud 
all his posterity, exceeds all other robberies, so the unlaw¬ 
ful desire of the heart, the coveting of a man “as goods and 
chattels personal” must be. in degree, beyond any other 
coveting. If it be a breach of the tenth commandment to 
covet the gold of another, what shall lie said of coveting the 
imago of God, the temple of the Holy Ghost, the purchase 
of Christ’s blood, the jewel in his crown of glory, desiring 
to coin that into gold that perishetb, or to hold it “as goods 
aud chattels personal, to all interests, constructions, and 
purposes whatsoever 

“1 had not known sin" (says an apostle) but by the law. 
for I had not known lust, except the law had said “Thou 
shalt not covet.” (Rom. vii. 7.) So the sin of slaveholding 
is not adequately known, by those who never bring it into the 
light of the law, in all its varieties of development and ap¬ 
plication. Especially is it not known, in its full extent, ex¬ 
cept iu the light of the tenth commandment, “Thou shall 
not coi-ei.-' This, it is, that reveals the spirit, the animus 
of slaveholding. It is the insatiable lust of acquisitiou and 
power that would seize upon and appropriate to self-emolu- 


ment and self-aggrandizement the roost sacred objects and 
beings in the Universe! Not content with the proprietor¬ 
ship of the legitimate subjects of property, it even covets 
proprietorship in beings whom the Creator never designed 
to be property, and on whom he conferred the right of own¬ 
ing property, themselves! It induces James, for example, 
to look with coveting oyes Upon hisvbrother John, aud de¬ 
sire to own him as a chattel. At tho same time, perhaps, 
it induces John to look with the same coveting eyes upon 
James, and desire to own him as a chattel. Thus it intro¬ 
duces the elements of war between equal brethren. The 
spirit or temper of mind that could induce a man to claim 
property in his brother, the “offspring of God," would no 
hesitate to claim property in the angels of heaven, were it 
possible, nay, even in the Supremo Being himself, were he 
incarnate, dwelling in flesh. Were the Mossed Saviour 
himself, now on earth, as he once was, and walking, un¬ 
known, in our midst, he, too might bo coveted os a chattel, 
might be seized, manacled, and tasked, as a slave! And ho 
says—“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

The “commandment is exceeding broad.” The spiritual¬ 
ity of tho Divine law, as revealed in the prohibition, “Thou 
shall not covet,” compels us te see that even the desire or 
tho consent of a man to hold property in man must be sin¬ 
ful. And consequently there can be no such tiling as inno- 
cor.t slavcholding. 

For tho Principia. 

WAY-MARKS IX THE MORAL WAR WITH SLAVERY. 

BY REV. HENRY T. ClIEP.VEIt. 

NO. XXV. 

In these last days of slavery, significant way.marks 
ore so rapidly rising, that one must needs have tho good 
memory which Abolitionists arc sometimes coinplainod of, 
for having, in order not to forget them. An observable mile¬ 
stone of progress, liberty-wise has lately been got up 
[ among the Cougrcgatioual Ministers of New London Coun- 
i ty, Connecticut. It would be of little moment by itself, 
were it not seized upon as an occasion for renewing tho pot 
Democratic charge against tho Miuistrv, of having fnlleu 
from grace by political preaching and medling with pro¬ 
nunciations about tilings which they have no business with. 

The howl, however, against “political parsons," and “John 
Brown Pulpit-fanatics,” from Northern dough-faces and 
veuul politicians of tho sham-democracy, whose best prind- 
i pin is to “serve God only just eo far os not to offend the 
j devil," is nearly spent. Some other rallying cry must 
| therefore be invented: aud leading democrats of Connceti- 
i cat, arc just now cudgelling their brains in order to beat it 

I out. But the Way-Mark that now concerns us is this : 

At the February Meeting of the New-Loudon County 
Congregational clergy in Norwich, the following Resolu 
I tions were offered aud pressed for adoption : 

‘Whereas, we have felt compelled, at this time, to give 
> our attention and pruyers to the condition of our common 
I Country, now plainly uuder the diciplitie of Almighty God 
on account of slavery, therefore, Resolved, that as the Min¬ 
isters of Christ who love the Uniou of their Country, for 
; the sake of Justice, Liberty, an Religion, to be promoted 
| by that Union, we oppose die efforts which arc being made 
under the grievous misuomer of compromise, to procure the 
extension of slavery into our Territories, and aD acknowl¬ 
edgement by the nation of property in uian-^-an acknowl¬ 
edgement now carefully excluded from the Constitution of the 
United States. 

“■Resolved. That we are under moral compulsion, from 
loyalty to Christ our King, to protest against any legisla¬ 
tion iu regard to slavery, but that which looks to its restric¬ 
tion and final extinction, according to the intention and 



56a 


THE PEINCIPIA. 


hope of the fetters and framers of our present national 
fabric of government. 

“Resolved, That- we regard the Constitution of the 
United States, interpreted by its Preamble and by the 
Declaration of Independence, as covering all rights, and as 
adequate to every exigency; and having lived happily un¬ 
der it as one people for nearly three quarters of a century, 
we are entirely satisfied that all which is now needed for 
the restoration of peace to the country and stability to the 
Government of the United States, is the courageous enforce¬ 
ment of the Constitution as it is, and of all the laws framed ! 
in accordance with it.” 

■a, The association is made up of the two classes of men, the 
progressives and the conservatives, which Wendell Phillips 
calls the spur and the curb. It was instructive, in this in¬ 
stance, to witness the efforts of tho latter to stave off, or put 
by those resolutions ; now, by alleging that we could not 
speak for all tho Ministers of the county, and that it was 
out of our lino, if we could, and that it was only calculated 
to irritate the South the more; now, on the ground that 
wo should only be cursed louder and deeper by the demo¬ 
crats, who already charge on the triumph of Republicanism 
the toad-pranks of Secession—which, by the way, the 
Democracy of Connecticut pronounced ‘mot unreasonable,” 
—to the meddling of the Northern Pulpit. 

Some thought, a hotter way of reaching the result arrived 
at, viz., helping the formation of a strong public sentiment 
against compromise, so as to act upon Washington, was to 
•write privately to each of our delegation in Congress. 
Others were not willing to vote against all compromises or 
concessions, believing that the Border States could not ho 
Baved except by conciliation. Others still, contended that 
there was already in the Constitution an acknowledgment 
of property in man, and that we could not, as law-abiding 
ministers, go against the “compromises of the Constitution.” 

Others thought that passing such Resolutions would not 
be of the slightest moment, or at best, would only be labor 
lost, and that, any way, we had better postpone them for a 
time, till we should see what the Peace Congress would do 
at Washington, or what would be tho policy pursued by the 
in-comiug administration. Others were non-committal, like 
fossilized respectabilities, elsewhere. 

The general wish was to give them the go-by, just as it 
has been with almost all previous efforts of a like sort, be¬ 
fore the ministry of Connecticut. But as this would have a 
bad look, just now, the Resolutions were given over to a 
Committee to report upon. That Committee happening to 
enbody rather more of the Young America than of the Old 
Fogy ism of the association, reported the resolutions again, 
with slight verbal alterations and suppressions. But it 
was found they could not be carried, and a substitute was 
therefore effected, which prevailed at the very hour of ad¬ 
journment, hy a bare majority, more through sufferance 
than, as the sailors say, with a will. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this association, in the 
present juncture of our national affairs, any compromise 
with the South which involves the extension, protection or 
recognition of slavery by the National Government, is both 
impolitic and wrong. 

Resolved, That the only concessions which the times de¬ 
mand should have for their object, first, the satisfaction of 
those loyal citizens at the South who honestly misappre¬ 
hend our principles and plans, and secondly, the ultimate 
removal of slavery by fair compensation, with the consent- 
of slaveholders. 

It is deemed a gain in the direction of progress, for a 
body of conservative ministers to have, so far, committed 
themselves upon a question on which there is a difference of 
opinion among their people, and on which the commercial 
pressure from the manufacturing and trading interest of 
Connecticut is so strong, the other way. 

The Pulpit in Connecticut* as elsewhere, in New-Eng- 
land, was once the foremost moral power in the State. It 
led public opinion. It shaped men's thoughts and decisions 
upon all moral subjects. But ever since slavery became a 
political as well as moral question, and the mandate of si 
lence was imposed by politicians, and since the Pulpit be¬ 
gan to pursue the course of apology and non-committalism, 
upon questions on which the Congregation differed—from 
the time, in other words, that the Pulpit deferred to, and 
was governed by, the Pew, it fell to the rank of a second- 
rate power, and the Press rose into the ascendency. 

A very few exceptive men in the ministry are still each, 


a power in the land, by themselves, for the very reason 
that they are exceptions to tho general order. But they 
only serve to demonstrate how completely the Press has 
eclipsed the Pulpit, as to its power over the popular mind 
and public opinion. Till the Pulpit assert and regain its 
right to go before and instruct the politicians, and to keep 
in advance of the people upon every question of morals and 
humanity, as well as of religion, it will remain practically 
secondary and subordinate to the Press. 

It need not have been so, for the churches and the minis¬ 
try of New England have had the prestige of power, and 
they might have kept it* so as to fix instead of follow public j 
opinion. It may not be too late, even now, to gain the lost 
ascendency. But there is but one way for it, and that is 
by proceeding in advance of the people, on tho authority of 
God's Word, to the Christian outlawry and overthrow of 
slavery. 

ABOLITION Versus NON-EXTENSION. 

LETTER 1. 


was delivered np to her pretended owner at Cleaveland. 
This act of atrocious villainy, perpetrated in the name of 
law, this delivering up of a defenseless female to the 
known outrages of slavery, was coolly credited to Repub¬ 
lican loyalty, and you could not disclaim the credit. The 
act was in harmony with your views of the Constitution 
and your choice of a President. Had the poor woman 
been Washington’s slave, he could not have reclaimed her 
in his <fey. When will your voice be raised against such a 
prostitution of Government? When will you teach that 
Governments have no authority against right, and that 
statutes in support of iniquity have no binding force ? 
When will the immense influence of your press be em¬ 
ployed to correct abases and errors which threaten ruin to 
the Nation ? Yours, i. s. 

We have great pleasure in giving circulation to the fol¬ 
lowing : 

Prom the American Baptist. 

WHOM CAN WE TRUST ! 


Mr. Horace Greely. —Sir; Your late replies to Mi-. 
O'Sullivan invite an examination 'of your political theory. 
Were a Union Abolitionist equally favored with a seces¬ 
sionist or slaveholder in being heard through your columns, 
the examination should be made in The Tribune. Gladly 
would I plead to your numerous readers the cause of Na¬ 
tional Abolition against tho doctrine of non intervention. I 
am persuaded my arguments would have more power with 
the masse?, than with their political leaders. I wish they 
were under the test of your own searching examination. 

I take my stand on the natural and unquestionable right 
of society to suppress crime. I regard the Federal Constitu¬ 
tion as the very thing to oarry that right into effect. I as¬ 
sume that it means just what it says and nothing else. 
That instrument, sir, is no respecter of persons. Find one 
man in the Union, native or naturalized, who can claim 
from its express terms to be under its protection, and then 
you cannot find another who is not entitled to advance the 
same claim on tho same grounds. What is the meaning of 
that instrument ? It is an agreement of the people of the 
United States to be restrained, in a prescribed manner, from 
acts of injustice and from depriving one another of liberty. 
That is the meaning, if it can bo made out from the lan¬ 
guage and the language is plain. Its efficacy as a funda¬ 
mental law depends, on its being held true to the letter. 
Relax the rules of construction and admit that it can have 
any meaning in conflict with what it speaks, and its power 
for right is gone, its binding force dissolved. It will fur¬ 
nish ground for endless wraugling, but settle no question. 
This appears in your agreement with Mr. O’Sullivan 
against the extension of slavery. If the Constitution guar¬ 
anties slavery, it favors his views quite as much as yours, 
and leaves you no advantage over him in the argument. 
You can only insist on your right to vote agaiust the exten¬ 
sion of slavery, whtie you concede the equal validity of his 
vote against yours. In short, the Constitution gives you no 
power to promote liberty and right in new States, which it 
does not give him to defeat your action. Not only must 
you submit, when his vote prevaUs, but you feel bound to 
apply the guaranties to every foot of slave soti gained by 
superior voting strength on his side. Such is your impo¬ 
tence and bondage, resulting from licence of construction. 

Have you better advantage on moral and retigious 
ground ? I think not. True, you speak of the wrong of 
slavefy and of a God of justice. But what avail such ar¬ 
guments in your mouth, while you support a Constitution 
which in your view, ignores the divine will and guaranties 
slavery in defiance of religion and right ? Are you not un¬ 
der an agreement with slaveholders to disregard the in¬ 
junctions of Christianity in relation to the slavo ? How 
does your morality differ from theirs, if they vote for exten¬ 
sion, and you apply the guaranties ? 

By my construction, the Constitution is a compact of jus¬ 
tice and liberty, but what is it by yours l An agreement 
which sacrifices the rights of the weak to the convenience of 
those who hold the power. It may distribute its privileges 
fairly among the favored ones, but if that is justice, then 
robbers, banded for plunder, may be just men. Can you 
explain the difference in principle between our Constitutiou 
and a code of robbery ? A late fugitive slave case pub¬ 
lished in your paper, shows the true character of the com¬ 
pact you support. A female slave, escaped from Virginia, 


' Certainly not man. “ Cursed is he that trustoth in man ” 
At times like this, every Christian must feel that “ it. is bet¬ 
ter to trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in princes.” 
The present great straggle with slavery has been brought 
about, in opposition to all the endeavors of statesmen, by 
the manifest interposition of divine Providence, and Provi¬ 
dence will bring it to a successful issue. We may trust to 
men and parties, but in so doing we shall lean upon a bro- 
ken reed. PoEtical combinations will fail us in the hour 
of trial.* It is the religious element alone that gives 
streugth to the anti-slavery movement; the deep conviction 
that slavery is a sin against God, is the only principle that 
makes any real advance in the warfare with oppression. 
This religious aspect of the question, politicians and politi¬ 
cal papers have sedulously labored to keep out of sight. 
The Chicago platform was so constructed as to hide the real 
point at issue. The motto has all along been Non-extension 
—a most unfortunate term, suggesting the idea of compro¬ 
mise from tho very beginning. No aggressions must be 
made on slavery ; we will let you alone, if you will let us 
aloue. The end of all such truces will be the advancement 
of slavery, and the retirement of freedom. Freedom prom¬ 
ises to guard slavery, and protect it in its present state ; 
slavery makes no promises, but takes what is given, and 
ever struggles for more. Compromise is piled on compro¬ 
mise, but at every step freedom sinks a little lower, and 
slavery rises a little higher, until now, in the year of grace 
1861, we are prepared to alter the Constitution,for the pro¬ 
tection uf slavery through all coming time ! On Thursday, 
a majority of two-thirds of the House of Representatives, 
including forty-six Republicans, agreed to stamp this eter. 
nal infamy on the glorious old instrument which our fath¬ 
ers formed for the protection of liberty ! Conceive what 
would have been the feelings of the Revolutionary patriots, 
could they have foreseen that in less than one hundred 
years, them successors would have voted for such a propo¬ 
sition as this: 


Beil Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, two-thirds of 
both houses concurring, that the following article be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several States, as an amendment to the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths 
of said Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as 
part of said Constitution, viz.: 

“ Thai 7io amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will 
authorise or give Congress power to abolish or interfere within any 
Stale with the domestic institutions thereof, including that of per¬ 


ns held to labor or servitude by the laws of said State: 

Such a monstrous attempt to tie up the hands of posterity, such 
a barefaced assumption of control over all future generations, 
and that for the benefit of the worst form of oppression that earth 
ever beheld, cannot be found on the statute-books of any nation. 
The one hundred and thirty-three members who voted for it did not 
do so in ignorance of its bearings, which were fully and boldly pro¬ 
claimed by Messrs. Kilgore and Stanton, the latter of whom said: 

“if the remaining seven slaveholding States should continue in 
the Union, they were entitled to additional guaranties. There are 
now seven slaveholding States, and nineteen free States. In ten 
years mare, for all practical purposes, Delaware would he a free 
State. That would leave twenty-three free States, and only six 
slaveholding States, in a few years more, they would have other 
free states organized out of the Territories, and thus, in a short til 


they would have the required number—three-fourths of the States 
—to enable them to change the Constitution, and to confer upon 
the Federal Government, and upon Congress, the power to inter¬ 
fere with slavorv. V™ ho honoa *1.0* *1.0.-power which 


fere with slavery. Now, he hoped uower 

would never be vested in Congress. No matter if there shonld be 
but one slave State, Slavery was a matter of domestic concern only, 
and Congress should never take jurisdiction of it. If they were cit¬ 
izens of slaveholding States, they would be the first to resist the 
interference of the general Government, because they, too, would 
see that it was a subject which Congress could not understand, and 
ought to have no control over, and that it was a matter which 
should be entirely left to the States themselves. He was in earnest 
in this business, and he was sincere when he said that he did not de¬ 
sire to interfere with slavery in the States where it existed. He was 
mre that his colleagues were equally sincere in their asseverations 
n this regard. But would they guarantee that their successors in 
ten or twenty years hence would be imbued with like sentiments! 
Would they answer for the progress of public opinion in the free 
states, and for the ground they might a:- - - 


Having finished his speech, amid thundering applause 
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from both sides of the House, Mr. Stanton immediately mov¬ 
ed the qnestion. In vain did Mr. Lovejoy endeavor to gain 
a hearing ; he was assailed by a continuous roar of calls to 
order, at the highest pitch of members' voices, and finally, 
after protesting against the unfairness of allowing only oue 
side to be argued, was obliged to sit down. Fit conclusion 
for such a scene, Corwin’s amendment was put. and declar¬ 
ed triumphant. Sixty-two noble and consistent Republi¬ 
cans and three Democrats recorded their votes against this 
measure; their names will be found in another column. 
Among those who yielded, we find the name of John Sher¬ 
man aud, more melancholy still, that of Charles Francis 
Adams, son of the venerable sage of Quincy, who for long 
years battled, almost alone, the pro-slavery tide in Con¬ 
gress ; and who, in his latter years, could scarcely speak, 
without tears, of the manner in which his anu-slavery col¬ 
leagues bad deserted him on vital questions connected with 
Congressional legislation against slavery. 

Every member who voted for Corwin’s article knew he 
was giving slavery a position it had never held before. The 
very'intent nnd purpose of the measure is to protect sla¬ 
very in each and every State, and in the District of Colum¬ 
bia, in the navy yards and arsenals, and to authorise its in¬ 
troduction into new States, or old ones either, wherever 
there may be fouud a set of border ruffians sufficiently num¬ 
erous to play the despot over the masses. On the evening 
of his triumph, Mr. Corwin was serenaded, and commen¬ 
ced his speech with the following declaration: 

“ I am happy to say to you to-night, gentlemen, that the Con¬ 
gress of the United States.* in one of its ljranches to-day, has said 
that that portion of your Constitution, made Viy your fathers and 
mine, which secures to each State the right to mould its own ideas 
of policy and propriety SHALL REMAIN 80 FOREVER!” 

First, a direct calumny of our forefathers, who never put into 
the Constitution the provision which he asserts; and second, 
an exultant declaration that tho vile deed he had done 


of slavery! Does any one believe that if Breckenridgc 
Douglas had been elected, any such advantage over free¬ 
dom could have been rained? Never; the enemy would 
have been met and foiled; only by the treachery of pretend¬ 
ed friends could such a deed have beou accomplished. The 
people, in their confidence, have raised a party to power 
for the purpose of resisting slavery, or at least allowing it 
no new advantage ; and lo ; here is their roward! 

Tho Tribune affects to believe that this amendment, even 
if adopted by three-fourths of tho States, will amount to 
nothing; it does not see “that it really changes the Consti¬ 
tution a whit” Not so thought Mr .Stanton; not so 
thought Mr. Corwin ; not so thought Mr. Crittenden, of 
whose compromise this very provision was the most obnox¬ 
ious feature. If the editors of the 1'ribunfajte opposed to 
the abolition of slavory, wo can easily see why thoy should 
view such an alteration with complacency or indifference; 
but no one who looks forward to abolition, at however re¬ 
mote a period, can be otherwise than intensely anxious that 
the project should bo dofoated. Tho States themselves can 
abolish the institution, say the advocates of this amendment. 
True, they may do so ; we trust a portion of them will; hut 
the remainder, with the strong arm of tho general Govern¬ 
ment pledged to keop down the slaves and quell insurrec¬ 
tions, will hold on to the institution for all time. Who be¬ 
lieves that a community of bloody ruffians, liko the slavc- 
i—u™ nn-rnlmn. would ever emancipate their 

iut ? Besides, what 


holders of South Caroliua, would 
slaves, unless acted upon from without ? Besides, what 
right have we to say that the Tinted States of the year 
1500 shall bo governed by our wisdom I That we shall not 
only ourselves dow down to tho slave power, but shall put 
the same infamous yoke on our posterity l Shame on leg¬ 
islators who thus prove recreant to their own principles, 
betrayers of their trust, barterers* of unborn millions of im¬ 
mortal beings for the brief present advantage of a constrain¬ 
ed alliauco with the Border States! 

Wo cannot believe that such a proposition, though sanc¬ 
tioned by both Houses of Congress, would over bo ratified 
by three-fourths of the States: and yet, in tho present tem¬ 
porizing policy of the nation, we know not what a day may 
bring forth. But. as we said before, there is a mightier 
than human power underlying this hearing volcano, and 
neither statesmen nor politicians can control the issue. 

•Oar excellent contemporary is here speaking of the worldly, 
c unpromising politicians and parties whom he so truthfully des- 
We trust he will agree with us that it is high tune for Chr is¬ 
tian citizens aud Uone.-t patriots to mute for the deliverance of the 
oppressed aud of their country, in a political association that shall 
he guided, impticitlv. by the directions of God’s word, and not by 


The reports about Major Anderson and Fort Snmter are con¬ 
flicting. Xo possible means are open for direct communica¬ 
tion, hence wise and patient people will wait and see, and de- ; 
ride accordingly. If it be true that Major Anderson acted as 
promptly as has been represented, on the occasion of the firing 
of the test “accidental” ball, and that the enemy saved them¬ 
selves bv sending out a flag of trace, then one thing is plainly 
demonstrated viz that Fort Sumter cm be re inforced if con¬ 
sidered important so to do. It is deemed however, that the 
idea of giving it up is a strategic manoevre. to test the true 
spirit of the Free States, and to cheat the Secessionists into a 
brief ecstacy occasioned by apparant victory, whilst some other 
strong points, not well guarded, are taken, and made effective 
for awhile. 


RANK OF STATES. 

The following table, prepared for The World from offi¬ 
cial reports, exhibits the relative rank of the state* of the 
Union at each general census. The slave states are distin¬ 
guished by italic letters. 
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Brooklyn .273,425 
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St. Louis.162,179 
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The Homestead Law. which has passed both branches of the 
Michigan Legislature, donates to every actual settler 80 acres 
of land, instead of 40 as provided by the old law. 


CHCRCH A.YTI-SLAVERY (OVVK.VTlO.V 

There will be a Convention of the Christian friends of 
the Church Anti-Slavery Society, for mutual conference 
and prayer, over the grave aspects of slavery and its rela¬ 
tions to “the commonwealth of Israel,” on Wednesday 
March 27th, in the Town nail at Westboro, Mass. 

The Convention will be opened with an address by Rev. 
n. T. Cheever, Secretary of the Church Anti-Slavery So¬ 
ciety, at 10 o’clock, A. M. Aud it is expected that papers 
will be read and addresses delivered by other gentlemen, 
during the day- 

Evnngclical Ministers and members, of all the religion* 
denominations, willing to be known as the friends of the 
enslaved, and of a Christian intervention in their behalf, are 
invited to cooperate in the debates and doings of the Con¬ 
vention. 


Georgia again triumphant .—It is coining to he a settled 
fact, and well understood, that arms for the Southern 
rebels may bo sent, in any quantity, from New York, in 
defiance of the laws of the United States against such trea¬ 
sonable practices. Georgia enforces this, by the seizure of 
Now York vessels, releasing them, whenever tho arms aro 
forwarded. When this took place, under tho Presidency of 
Buchanan, tho Republican editors exclaimed —“Have ire a 
Government 1” But Lincoln is President, uow, and the Re¬ 
publican Editors aro silent. We are indebted totlie N. Y. 
Herald .—the rebel orgao in this city, for the following : 


OUR RELATIONS WITH GEORGIA. 

The arms rktuhxeo by the police authorities, and 

THE NEW YORK VRSSEI.S RELEASED BY THE GOVERNMENT 

op Georgia. —The whole of tho arms seized by Foucho 
Kennedy on bonrd the Monticcllo, tn route to Savannah, 
have at length been restored by that official. The follow¬ 
ing is a copy of a letter sent by tho owners of the Martha J. 
Ward seized in reprisal by tho Goorgia authorities, to Mr. 
Kennedy, and which doubtless, in connection with tho fact 
that the* vessels soized by tho Georgian authorities wore ad¬ 
vertised to be sold on the 25th, helped to bring about tho 
desired result:— 




al for the arms seized 


ns stated, iu repris 

very effort to save our property, valued 
10,000, and find th»t without your friendly aid we shall bo 


___t>, and must submit to such enormous sacrifice, if, in 

consideration of our unfortunate position, you will deliver tho arms 
to us. we will indemnify you against all damages and costs which 
may lie recovered ugailist you for such seizure. 


In consideration that John A. Kennedy will, at our rociucst, deliver 
up ten cases of arms seized on board the steamer Monticcllo, and in 
consideration of one dollar to us paid, we hereby agree to pay all 
costs and damages and expenses that way be recovered against 
lihn for such seizure. Dated this 15tb day of March, lfifil. 

JAMES E. WARD* CO. 


The above indemnity was required of the owners of tho 
ship Martini J. Ward,’ seized by Governor Brown in repri¬ 
sal for the seizure of the ten cases of muskets bore by Su¬ 
perintendent Kennedy. It is understood that the loss of 
tho owners of that ship in freight alone is between four and 
five thousand dollars, besides detention aud this indemnity, 
w hich may be ns much more. Upon giving this indemnity 
the arms’ were delivered to the owners of the ship, who 
transmitted them to Savannah on Monday last, to be dcliv - 
ered to Governor Brown. 


In connection wiiu uns iminer, some leiegramiiv wura- 
pondence has taken place between Messrs. S. D. Babcock 
aud John A. Parker, of this city, on the one hand, and 
Messrs. H. Brigham and K. Lathers, of Savannah, on the 
other hand. Tho result of these despatches is embraced in 
the following telegraphic correspondence^ ^ 

Samuel P. Bobcoek and John A. Parker. Hew Ywrk: 


H- Damn ax ash Ricbrad Lathees. 
appeal had been made about Februa- 


by the New Yo 

It appears- .. 

rv 25, to the Commissioners of Police, to control Mr. Ken¬ 
ned v. They, however, only referred thfc matter to attor¬ 
ney^ of whom no opin on had been received, even after a 
delay or over two weeks, evidently to evade the point in 
(juestion. and tacitly to coufinu what Mr. Kennedy had 


The Florida Sentinel has the following piquant editorial para¬ 
graph. 

“Our indignation, contempt, and abhorrence of this plebian 
demagogue. (Lincoln;, are only equalled by what we feel for 
his friend and adviser, traitor to the home of his birth, the 
•jackass in politics, and Jupitc-r in vanity, lieutenant Gen. 
Winfield Scott. If there be not “some chosen curse, some hid¬ 
den thunder in the store of heaven," to blast this wretch who 
causes his country's ruin, the curses of unborn millions will 
damn him to the lowest depths of human degradation.” 
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ACTION OF CONGRESS ON THE CONSTITUTION. 

Has there been a two thirds vote of both Houses proposing 
an 'amendment of the Constitution 1 

So the telegraphic dispatches from Washington, informed 
“The Associated Press” of Now York. So the Daily pa¬ 
pers published it. So the papers all over the country have 
copied it; and so it is confidingly believed. 

But what arc the facts ? And what are the require¬ 
ments of the Constitution in respect to amendments ? 

The Constitution says : 

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to the Con¬ 
stitution, or. on- application of the Legislatures of two- 
thirds of the States, shall call a Convention for proposing 
amendments, which, in either case. shall be valid, to all in¬ 
tents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when rati¬ 
fied by the Legislatures of three fourths of the States, or 
by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the 
other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Con¬ 
gress.”—Ark V. 

Take notice. The Constitution says “two thirds of both 
houses,” not ‘two thirds of a quorum of both Houses,nor 
yet.‘two thirds of the members present.” 

The Constitution itself recognizes the distinction hero I 
made by us. It says, 

The President shall have power “to make treaties, pro- | 
vided two thirds of the Senators present, concur.”—Art. II. 
Sect. 2, Clause 2. 

But it does not authorize two thirds of “the members j 
present” to propose amendments of the Constitution. 

Again the Constitution says, 

“The Senate shall have sole power to try all impeach¬ 
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on 
oath or affirmation. When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside ; and no per¬ 
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members present.”—Art. I, Sect. 3, Clause 6 i 

Here, the Constitution is careful to provide that the Sen¬ 
ate shall have “sole power” to try and convict a President, 
when duly impeached, with the concurrence of two thirds 
of the members present, but it nowhere authorizes the Sen¬ 
ate to recommend an amendment of the Constitution, by 
the votes of “two thirds of the members present.” On the 
contrary, it expressly requires a vote of “two thirds of both 
Houses.” 


There was a good reason for this. The design was, evi¬ 
dently, to prevent a hare majority of Congress, in times of 
excitement, panic, foction, conspiracy, rebellion, collusion, 
intrigue, and incipient revolution and disorganization, like 
the present, from hastily proposing such insane, wicked, and 
fetal changes of the Constitution as have been lately advo- 

Tbere is one other contingency in which the Constitution 
requires a vote of two thirds of each House. It is that of 
passing a law after the President shall have returned it 
without his signature, giving the reasons.—See Art. I, See. 
7, Clause 2. What the usages and precedents under this 
clause, and the previous ones, may have been, we do not 
know, nor need wc inquire, since a well-defined written 
Constitution eannot he abrogated or changed by usages 
and precedents. 

With this view of the Constitution, we come now to con¬ 
sider the facts that have recently transpired. 

The roll of Senators, as it stood before the admission of 
Kansas, was 66, two thirds of which was 44. If, without 
any warrant from the Constitution, we leave out the Sena¬ 
tors who, under pretense that their States have seceded. 
(Mr. Wigfall remained,) we have, at least 52 left; two 
thirds of whom would bo not less than 35. Whereas the 
vote for proposing the amendment to the Constitution, re¬ 
ceived but 24 votes, less, by at least 11 votes, than the Con¬ 
stitution required, and less than one-balf of that body, thus 
recognizing the validity of the secession. All the members 
present were but 36, so that, if they had unanimously voted 
for it, (whereas 12 voted against it,) it would barely have 
been carried by one vote. 

The voto was taken on Monday morning, March 4, after 
an all night session, when many of the Senators usually 
present, were literally unable to be in their seats ! A vote 
taken, at the same sitting, even “after midnight,” (as ap¬ 
pears from an incidental remark of Mr. Sumner) showed 
an attendance of 46 members instead of 36. A greater 
outrage upon the spirit as well as the letter of Article Y of 
the Constitution, prescribing the mode and conditions of 
proposing amendments, cannot easily be conceived. 

The pretended action of the Senate on proposing the 
amendment, was evidently unconstitutional, and no State 
Legislature has any constitutional warrant for treating that 
proposal as having any validity or binding force whatever. 
Nor would the adoption of the proposed amendment, by; 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the States, bo entitled 
to be regarded as binding, if for no other reason than that 
it was not proposed as the Constitution prescribes, by “two 
thirds of both Houses” of Congress, it having signally failed 
in the Senate. 

In the Senate itself, the result of the vote could not be 
announced 6y the Presiding Officer, (Mr. Bright,) without 
a spirited debate on this very point. Mr. Trumbull of 
Illinois, insisted that “the Constitutional majority has not 
voted for this amendment.” 

The Presiding Officer, Mr. Bright of Indiana, when pressed 
to announce the result, said: 

“The Chair announces that two thirds of the Senators vo¬ 
ting, have voted for sustaining the amendment to the Con¬ 
stitution.” 


In regard to a quorum , the Constitution says, 

“Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its members, and a majority of each 
shall constitute a quorum to do business: jbut a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be author¬ 
ized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as each House may pre¬ 
scribe.”—Art. I, Sect, 5 Clause 1. 

This clause would have authorized a bare majority of a 
quorum of the Scflate, to have ratified a treaty or to have 
convicted a President, had not other parts of the Constitu- I 
tion required a greater number. Sa also it would have 
authorized a hare majority of both Houses to propose i 
amendments to the Constitution, had no other parts of the 
Constitution required a greater number. As it is, those re¬ 
quirements must be complied with, to the letter. The rati¬ 
fication of a treaty, and the conviction of a President, re¬ 
quires more than a bare majority. In both cases it re¬ 
quires “two-thirds of the members present.” To propose I 
an amendment of the Constitution, requires still more, j 
namely “two thirds of both Houses” —not “two thirds of ; 
themembers present. 


Evidently unwilling to announce that the measure was 
constitutionally carried. When still pressed for a more 
definite announcement, he said: 

•“The Chair will decide, (but with some hesitation, as to 
its correctness, and with an impression, prima facie, the oth¬ 
er way) on the statement made by the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Pughl which he supposes to be a statement of the 
precedent, that two tliirds have voted for the amendment, 
and that therefore, it is proposed by the Senate of the Uni¬ 
ted States, as an amendment of the Constitution of the Uni¬ 
ted States.” 

Thus did the Presiding Officer permit Mr. Pugh's verbal 
statement of his remembrance of a precedent, in the action 
of a previous Congress, to over-ride his own “impressions” 
of the meaning of the language of the Constitution, just as 
though the action of Congress was of higher authority than 
the Constitution itself. 

But even this announcement did not settle the question. 
The debate was renewed in an appeal taken by Mr. Trum¬ 
bull, from the decision of the Chair. Mr. Mason of Vir¬ 
ginia said he should vote to sustain the Chair, but reserv¬ 
ing liberty to change that vote at a future day. 


j “My impression,” said Mr. Mason, “of the text of thi 
Constitution is, that it does require two thirds of the whoh 
Senate, but there seems to be a construction placed by th< 
Senate otherwise.” 

By the final vote—strange to tell—the decision of the 
Chair was sustained by a rote of 33 to 1. Mr. Trumbull 
and even Mr. Sumner (to our astonishment,) voting with 
the majority, and Mr. Wade of Ohio only dissenting. 

We copy in this day’s Principia, from the supplement to 
the Daily Globe , Number 80, for Monday, March 11. th ( 
■ Yeas and Nays on both the Resolution itself, and on rus 
| tabling the chair, together with the proceedings and de 
bates in full, touching the question of the validity of the 
Senate’s action. Our readers, we hope, will read it atten¬ 
tively, and preserve the record for future reference. Ii 
forms a pivot upon which may yet turn the fate of free in¬ 
stitutions in America, 
i A word now on 

TUP. PREVIOUS ACTION OF THF. HOUSE. 

The Roll of the House of Representatives, previous to 
the admission of Kansas, was 236. Her one Representa¬ 
tive makes it 237, a two thirds voto of whom would be 158. 
Whereas tho House vote for amending the Constitution, was 
133, which is 25 short of a two thirds vote. 

But suppose we leave out tho 33 Representatives from 
the seven seceded States. That reduces the Roll from 23C 
to 203, two tliirds of which, mathematically expressed, 
is 135 1-3, whereas the vote in the House for amending the 
Constitution was but 133, being 2 1-3 less than a two thirds 
vote. Ami-| unless we count the vote of a fraction of a 
man, (.we eonfoss that some seem to be biit fractions,) wc 
.must say that it takes 136 to make a two thirds voto in the 
House, so that tho 133 votes fall three votes short of two 
thirds. * 

The 133 is but two thirds of 199)4, whereas the Roll of 
Representatives, even leaving out the 33 soceders, is 203. 

We do not see how tho two thirds vote of the House of 
Representatives is to be made out. Very evidently it can¬ 
not be. otherwiso than by counting two thirds of the mem¬ 
bers present, instead of “two thirds of the House,” which 
the Constitution expressly requires. 

We demand proof therefore, that tho vote for amending 
the Constitution has received tho requisite constitutional 
vote of two thirds of cither House. Very certainly it has 
not in the Senate. Nor has it been in the House, unless 
the numbers on the Roll have been reduced in some way of 
which we are not aware. 

Sir. Mason’s hesitancy to sustain the decision of the Chair 
is easily explained. In common with other slaveholders, 
he has long foared amendments of the Constitution in fovor 
of freedom. Tho-very amendment then before the Senate, 
was an evidence of this general fear. No wonder Mr. Ma¬ 
son was embarassed, and found it difficult to screw himself 
up to the sticking point, hesitating, even to the last, lest (in 
case the amendments should not be made by the States) the 
precedent of proposing an-amendment by a minority of ibe 
Senate, should bo followed, in future, by Abolitionists- 

Well might he hesitate, at the perpetration of such an 
outrage, and fear its recoil. Only look at it. In the very 
act of seeking to obtain an amendable amendment in favor 
of slavery, the safe-guards of the Constitution against rash 
amendments were swept aside. An iniquitous measure in¬ 
itiated by twenty-four Senators, a minority of that body, by 
over-riding the Constitution, is expected to prevent thirty 
millions, nay, sixty or an hundred millions of the future 
population of the United States, to amend the Constitution 
in favor of equity, justice and freedom ! The audacity of 
the attempt, in this nineteenth century of the Christian era. 
when the Millenium of sacred prophecy, the desire of *9 
nations, is expected to be ushered in, throws Milton’s pic¬ 
ture of the audacity of Satan and tho rebel angels into fe e 
shade, and affords fresh illustration of the depths of human 
wickedness. 

Information Wanted.— Has any Republican Editor 
condemned the proposed attempt to make the national pro¬ 
tection of slavery by the National Government “irrevoca¬ 
ble” by amending the Constitution for that purpose ? 

Since the above was in the hands of the printer, we ha' 1 ’ 
received the Fond-du-lac (Wis.) Commonwealth, wliich con- 
i demns the proposed provision. Whom shall we next record 


TH E PRINCIPIA. 


565 


The sew Issue. —Now that the old issue of "non-exten¬ 
sion” is laid aside, as announced by Mr. Seward, it remains 
that the only issue is on the proposition of Mr. Buchanan in 
his message, of Mr. Seward in his Speech, and of Mr. Lin¬ 
coln in his Inaugural, to make the national protection of 
Slavery in the States ‘‘irrevocable" by an unamendable 
amendment of the Constitution for that purpose. Upon 
this one point, all ‘-the irrepressible conflict" between sla¬ 
very and freedom is to turn, for the present. And, in the 
settlement of it “the higher law” is to be set aside, for the 
sake of Union! 

ftetos of tbc to. 


FINAL ACTIOS OF THE SENATE, 
on the proposed amendment of the Constitution, for perpetu¬ 
ating slavery, by an unchangeable provision, for its security. 

We copy the following from the Daily Globe, Number 
80, for March 11, and from the •'Supplement” thereto an¬ 
nexed. 

IN SENATE. 

The Senate rc-assembled at seven o’clock, p. m. [Sunday 
evening, March 3] and Mr. Bright took tlio Chair as Pre¬ 
siding Officer. 

[The entire four pages, 28 columns, of the Globe, and 
twelve and a half columns of the Supplement, are occupied 
with the proceedings of that sitting of the Senate, which 
was continued, without intermission, until some timo in the 
morning of Monday, March 4. And all theso dO'-j columns 
except about 3j« are occupied with various proposals for 
amending the Constitution in reference to the slavery ques¬ 
tion. We omit all except the closing part of the proceed¬ 
ings on the only proposition adopted, namely, that which 
proposed— , 

“That no amendment shall be made to the Constitution 
which will authorize or give Congress power to abolish or 
interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions 
thereof, including that of persons held to labor or servitude 
by the law of said State.” 

When the Senate was about to vote on this proposal, the 
Yeas aud Nays were ordered, and, after voting, 

The list of yeas and nays was.rcad, ns follows: 

Yeas —Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bright, Critten¬ 
den, Dixon, Douglas, Foster, Grimes, Gwiu, Karlin, Hun¬ 
ter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, Mason, Mor- 
i-ill, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, TonEyck, and 
Thomson—24. 

Nays—M essrs. Bingham, Chandler. Clark, Doolittle, 
Durkee, Foot, King, Simmer, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 
and Wilson—12. 

The Presiding Officer, (Mr. Polk in the chair.) The yeas 
are 24, and the nays 12. Two thirds of- 

Mr. Trumbull. Before tho vote is announced, l desire 
to call the attention of the Chair to the decision he is about 
to make. The Constitution of the United States provides 


Mr. Douglas. I suppose the result is announced. 

Mr. Chittenden, it is announced—yeas 24, nays 12. 

Mr. Trumbull. I suppose the Chair—as in one event 
L shall appeal from its decision—would, perhaps, like to 
hear a suggestion before it decides. 

The Presiding Officer. The Senator from Illinois will 
allow tho Clmir. Tho Chair liad proceeded so far as to say 
that the affirmative vote was 24, aud tho navs 12. 

Mr. Bigler. What is the Chair to decide. Nothing on 
the face of the earth. The Constitution decides tho whole 
question. 

The Presiding Officer. The Chair was about to prooecd 
further, aud at that point the Senator from Illinois ad¬ 
dressed tho Chair. 

Mr. Bigler. That is all the Chair had to do. 

Mr. Trumbull. If the Senator from Pennsylvania 
wishes the Chair to decide. I will appeal from his decision, 
lie will gain nothing by it. 

Mr. Bigler. The Chair has nothing to decide. 

Mr. Trumbull. The Chair has somethin" to decide. 

Mr. Bigler. The Chair has decided the fact. 

Mr! Trumbull. The Constitution of the United States 
declares that— 

“Congress, whenever tiro thirds of botli Houses shall deem it ne¬ 
cessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution." 

The Constitution of the United States also declares: 

-Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall con¬ 
stitute a quorum.” 

In deciding what is a majority of the House to do busi¬ 
ness, the Senate has. since I liavo been a member of the 
bodv. uuiformlv. I think, required a majority of all the 
members of the' Senate to be present .: which, I believe is 
thirty-four Now, the same, language is used as to the 
body of which a two-thirds vote is required to pass a con¬ 


stitutional amendment as is need in regard to the body of 
. which there is a necessity to make a quorum. To consti¬ 
tute two thirds of the Senate, how many votes must you 
have ? To constitute a quorum, you must have a majority 
I of the Senate. If to constitute a quorum of the Senate re- 
• quires a majority of all the Senators of the United States, 
so to constitute a two-thirds vote of the Senate, must it not 
require tieo thirds of all the Senators of the United States ? 
I have stated the questions for the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. Douglas. I ask that the result be announced, and 
then an appeal may be taken. 

Mr. Pugh. I remember the point which the Senator 
from Illinois makes, was made at the first session of Con¬ 
gress, on the first ten amendments of the Constitution, and 
was decided against. Two-thirds of a quorum was then 
decided to be enough : and the Jonrnals of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives show it. 

Mr. Dixon. I rise to a question of order. I inquire of 
the Chair if this debate is in order. If it is not, I object 

Mr. Douglas. I ask for the announcement of the result. 

The Presiding Officer. The Senate will allow the 
: Chair -to announce the result on the vote again. The yeas 
are 24, and the nays are 12.' The Chair announces that fin) 

, thirds of the Senators voting have voted for sustaining the 
[ amendment to the Constitution. 

| Mr. Grimes. I now move thnt the Senate adjourn until 
ten o’clock. 

Mr. Trumbull. If the Chair has decided that the amend¬ 
ment is carried, I appeal from the decision of the Chair, on 
. the ground that the constitutional majority has not voted for 
I the amendment ; and on that question I nsx for the yens and 
nays. I wish the precedent merely; I do not wish any debate 
I abont it: but I should like to have the solemn decision of the 
| Senate that two thirds of a quorum has a right to present 
amendments to the Constitution. The Senator from Ohio 
| says it has been settled. I should like to have it settled 
again. 

Tho Presiding Officer. The Chair will ask that the 
rule be read. 

The Secretary read the 44th rule, as follows: 

“When an amendment to be proposed to the Constitution is under 
consideration, the concurrence of two thirds of the members pre¬ 
sent shalMiot bo requisite to decide any question for amendments, or 
extending to the merits, being jhari of the fined question." 

Mr. Puon. Tho Senator from Illinois asked me to repeat 
my statement. 

Mr. Trumbull. No, sir. I said that 1 understood the 
Senator from Ohio to say that the question had been already 
decided. 

Mr. Pugh. I do say so. 

Mr. Trumbull. 1 do not . wish to deny it, but I said 1 
wished tho precedent set, that we might have it decided 

°Jlr. Pugh. 1 tell the Senator that I have examined the 
Journal It became important about four years ago upon 
tho question of overruling one of the veto messages of the 
President. 

The Presiding Officer. The Senator from Ohio will 
pause. Tlio Chair will decide [but u-tth some hesitation as 
to its correctness, and with an impression prima facie the 
other way) on the statement made by the Senator from Ohio 
which he supposes to be a correct statement of the pre¬ 
cedent, that two thirds have voted for the amendment, and 
that therefore il is proposed by the Somite of the United 
| States, as an amendment to the Constitution, to be acted on 
j by the States. 

’ Mr. Pugh. I had better make my statement complete, 
so that Senators will understand ii. It appears by the 
I Journal of the Senate, and I think also of the House of 
Representatives—certainly by tho Journal of the Senate— 

| that when the first ten amendments were adopted, it is 
j stated that, being concurred in by two thirds of the Sena- 
i tors present, they were remitted to the States for ratifica- 
I tion. It was important for tis to examine it, about four 
j years ago, upon the question of overruling a veto message 
of the President, and the Journals were brought in and 
read. Our old Secretary called my attention to them pri¬ 
vately, and they were read from tho Secretary’s desk, and 
there is no question that the practice has been that, in de 
1 daring that it majority of the Senate is a quorum, it means 
| to declare that that is the Senate. 

i Mr. Doolittle. I hope there will be no debate j let us 
take a vote, for we want to take a recess, if there is "no oth¬ 
er business. 

Mr. Trumbull. The .Senate will see that it takes very- 
few more rotes to propose a Constitutional amendmeut than 
to enact ordinary legislation under the rules. 1 do not wish 
j to discuss it, but merely to put upon the records of the 
! Senate the precedent. 

Tile Presiding Officer, Do I understand the Senator 
i from Hlinois to take an appeal ? 

Mr. Trumbull. Yes, sir; with the view of getting an 
l expression of the Senate. 1 want the vests and nays on 

that 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 
i Mr. Mason. I shall vote in the affirmative, to sustaining 
the opinion of the Chair, and I shall do so reserving to 
myself the liberty of changing that vote at any future dav, 

1 if I should be here, on reconsidering the question. My im- 
presston of the text of the Constitution is, that it does require 
tiro thirds of the whole Senate, but there seems to be a con¬ 
struction placed by the Senate otherwise. The 44th rule of 


the Senate seems to me to have placed a construction on the 
clause in the Constitution. That 44th rule is this : 

“When an amendment to be proposed to the Constitution is un¬ 
der consideration, the concurrence of two thirds of the members 
present shall not be requisite to decide any question Tor amend 
ments, or extending to the merits, being short of the final question." 

That would seem to be a construction of the rule. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted— 
yeas 33, nay 1: as follows: 

Yeas—M essrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 
Bright, Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, Dixon ; Doolittle, 
Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gnmcs, Gwin, 
Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, 
Mason. Nicholson, Pugh, Rice. Sebastian, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wilkinson, and Wilson—33. 

Nay —Mr Wade—1. 

So the decision of ihe Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Pugh. I should like to have this read, in order that 
1 it may go into the Globe, and make an end of this contro¬ 
versy. 

Mr. Mason. T object to it 

The following is the extract from the‘Journal of the Sen¬ 
ate, referred to by Mr. Pugh : 

“Wednesday, September 9, 1789. 

•Resotrerl. That the .Senate do concar in the resolve of the 
I House or Representatives on ‘articles to be proposed to the legisla¬ 
tures of the States, as amendments to the Constilntion of the United 
States.’ with nmcmlraents; two thirds of the Senators present con¬ 
curring therein.” 

Rumors of an attack on Fort Pickens, were current on 
Saturday afternoon, but Monday brought no confirmation 
of them. 

Mr. Guthrie, on Saturday evening, addressed a Union 
meeting at Louisville, counseling moderation, saying that 
• President Lincoln was honest and that the North would 
“ultimately accord the just demands of tho South.”— Trib. 

Mcnning. doubtless, that he will redoem tlio pledge of 
bis Inaugural by consenting to nn amendable amendmeut 
of the Constitution for the “irrevocable” protection of slu- 
j very. 

Fort Sumter — Washington, Saturday, March 16, 1861. 
Dispatches were received here to-day from Montgomery, 
indicating a momentary apprehension of u collision at 
| at Fort Pickens. It appears thnt the Commanders of the 
Brooklyn and Sabine can land no supplies or have any 
further communication with the shore. There are 5(X) 
Government troops and marines in the various vessels lay¬ 
ing off tho harbor. Should they disregard this notification 
and attempt to land, a fight will at once come off. 

Washington, March, 16.—Orders have been issued from 
the Navy Department for the sailing of several ships of 
war, but their destination is not announced. 

Ge il. Wool — Troy, Thursday, March 14, 1861. The 
Troy Builget of last ovening states authoritatively, that the 
dispatch from Washington, iu The New York Herald, stat¬ 
ing fbnl Gen. Wool" bad advised the surrender of Fort 
| Sumter, is without foundation. 

Gov. Houston, of Texas is opposed to the annexation of 
(hat Slate to tho Southern Confederacy, and denies the au¬ 
thority of the Texas Convention. ne is raising troops on 
his own account. So they go. 

I The Unitarian Church in Charleston S. C., wants a pas¬ 
tor, and sends an advertisement North for one. A Chnn- 
uing, a Follen, a Picrpont, or a May, it is to be presumed, 
would not be acceptable. 

Hon. David Wilmot, (who proposed the Wilmot proviso) 
is appointed U. S. Senator from Pennsylvania, in place of 
! Mr. Cameron, now in the Cabinet 

In the British Parliament, Lord John Russell regretted 
that the course of the American Government in denying the 
privilege of visitation, obstructed the efforts of the British 
Government for putting down the African Slavo trade. 
Lord Palmerston in the most indignant language, condcmn- 
i ed the shameless and profligate conduct of Spain, and com¬ 
plained strongly of the policy of the United States, who, 

( from a mistaken sense of national honor, allowed tho pros¬ 
titution of its flag to the purposes of the slavo trade. 

From Paris. —The act of Secession of Louisiana lias re¬ 
vived the regrets of tho French that they should ever have 
renounced the magnificent foothold they once held in Ainer- 

Tlte N. Y. Times, (March 16,) is out in favor of adopting 
the proposed amendment of the Constitution for perpetua¬ 
ting the national protection of slavery. Has any Republi¬ 
can paper opposed the movement 1 If so. what paper is it? 
Information, at the office of the Principia, will be thankful¬ 
ly received.—P. S. The Fond-du-lac Commonwealth has 
done so. 

Fort Pickens .—It is given out that the Southern Confed¬ 
eracy Commissioners at Washington will demand the evac- 
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nation of Fort Pickens, at Pensacola, and present the alter¬ 
native of a fight for it, if not surrendered.— N. Y.Herald. 

Of course they will demand Fort Pickens if Fort Sumter 
is yielded. Give them Fort Pickens, and they will demand 
Washington City. 

Influx of Specie. According to a statement of particu¬ 
lars. in the N. F. Herald of March 18, there has been im¬ 
ported from Europe, since. Dec. 15th, upwards of $19,000,- 
000 (nineteen millions of dollars.) independent of importations 
from California, amounting to about five millions—24,000,- 
000 in all. 

Casssius M. Clay accepts his appointment of Minister to 
Spain. The friends of freedom in Kentucky can spare 
him. 

Mrs. Gov. Gaines has gained her suit versus the cities of 
New-Orlcans and Baltimore, which has been ponding for 
thirty years past, establishing her right to real estate 
worth several millions of dollars. Yet her getting posses¬ 
sion is thought doubtful. 


The War Department has received a dispatch from Ma¬ 
jor Anderson, indorsed by all the other officers in Fort 
' Sumter, in which the opinion is given that re-enforcement 
] cannot be safely attempted with a less force than 20,000 
men.— Trib. 

The Louisiana Convention, by a vote of three to one, has 
refused to submit to the people the ratification of the Con¬ 
stitution of the Confederate States. This is the more sig¬ 
nificant in view of the positive statement that the majority 
of the popular vote for the convention itself, never yet pub¬ 
lished, was in reality adverse to the disunionists.— World. 

Messrs. Yancey, Post, and Dudley Marvin, the Commiss¬ 
ioners whom the Confederate States have sent to Europe 
on the bootless errand of demanding recognition for the 
new Government from the great powers, have decided to 
go to England by way of Havana. They are doubtless 
afraid to come to New York to take passage.— Trib. 

Capt. Latham, committed to prison on charge of having 
commanded a slaver, has escaped. Marshal Rynders says 
he was absent at Washington, and that one Callahan, an 
officer of his, allowed Latham to go out, shopping, and he 
j disappeared. 


A fair hit. —The Charleston Courier has the following 

paragraph: 

“All the money in the world is not in Wall street, as will 
bo seen in a ‘few days. - ' Official information will soon be 
received that the Confederate loan of $15,000,000 has been 
taken at a premium of 5 per cent, probably.” 

,To which the N. Y. Evening Post responds, 

Should Mr. Cobb or Floyd be about, ihe new loan might 
be “takenbut otherwise, the taking, as the Courier says, 
is only probable. 

Consistent. The Carolinians are indignant at that provi¬ 
sion of the Constitution of the new Confederacy which pro¬ 
hibits the African slave trade. Says the Mercury. 

“Why this addition, an excrescence on the new constitu¬ 
tion ? It will not be more or less effectual to prevent the 
African slave-trade. Were our Constitution makers look¬ 
ing northward or to Europe rather than to the require¬ 
ments of their own country and dignity 7 Why this agita¬ 
tion of this question at this time 7 Why this excessive anx¬ 
iety to forestall public opinion now and forever, and to 
make way, for all time, even the consideration of a topic that 
may hearaftor involve the development and expansion of 
our confederate empire 7 England and France have busily 
engaged in the coolie slave trade to supply their economic 
conveniences. With all their philanthropic professions 
they have exhibited no compunctious visitings of con¬ 
science, nor made haste to satisfy us in regard to what 
they are doing, or intend to do in tho future. Nobody has 

roposed that the trade should be reopened by the now 

onstitution. Is the virtue and intelligence of our people 
distrusted 7 It is a question with us of benefit or damage 
to the white race—one of political economy, pecuniary ad¬ 
vantage and domestic safety. It is a question, like other 
questions of high public utility and concernment. It may 
be dangerous, to be approached with caution, and acted on 
with the greatest discretion. No one desired to meddle 
with it, at this juncture. But it is no question of morals, 
unless slavery itself is wrong. It is easy to see that if the 
African slave trade is so abominable as to be lifted beyond 
a question of expediency to one of morals, and stamped 
with the eternal reprobation of our government, the ques¬ 
tion immediately and necessarily arises, what then is slave¬ 
ry itself, an institution that has sprung from this trade 7 
It would have been more consistent and more wise to have , 
adhered, in this instance, to the Constitution of the United 
States and left tho subject alone, the trade prohibited by 
Congressional enactments.” 

We commend this logic to our Northern editors and 
clergymen who profess a holy horror of the African slave- 
trade, while apologizing for slavery. 

The following nominations have been transmitted by the 
President to the Senate : 

Charles Francis Adams of Mass., Minister to England, 
William L. Dayton of New-Jersey, Minister to France, 
George P. Marsh, of Vc., Minister to Italy, James Watson 
Webb of N. York, Minister to Turkey.— Times. 

Washington, Monday, March 18, 1861.—The President 
still reserves his final * decision in regard to Fort Sumter, 
and although the Cabinet conferred with him for several 
hours this morning, no reference was made to this subject. 
He intends, with the best information before him, to work 
out his own conclusion, and not to announce it fully, until 
satisfied that he has .no proper alternative but the one which 
will be adopted. The country may rest satisfied that he 
will make no determination which the public judgment will 
not approve when all the facts shall be presented.— Trib. 

The Cabinet holds daily sessions now, and sometimes 
meets twice per day. To-day it was in session but two 
hours, at which the proposed extra session of Congress 
and the question of appointments are believed here to have 
been under discussion.— World. 


The Austrian Government has promulgated a now and 
more liberal Constitution, creating a Legislature of two 
Houses, like the Lords and Commons of Great Britain. 
Within some limits, the former Constitution of Hungary is 
restored. 

Fort Sumter, once more—The question decided. —Wash¬ 
ington, Tuesday, March 19.—It is ascertained from a relia¬ 
ble source that Fort Sumter is to be evacuated to-morrow. 
Tho order has already gone forward. 

The Commissioners from the Southern Confederacy ex 
peot no answer to their official communication for ten or 
twelve days. They feel confident that in the meanwhile 
there will be no collision or change of the military status 
in the seceded States. They have telegraphic assurances 
from Montgomery that ample arrangements have been made 
to avoid all trouble for the present at Fort Piokens.— Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The North are told that the evacuation of Fort Sumte 
is a military necessity, and that Fort Piokens is to 
be re-enforced. The South are told that the evac¬ 
uation of Fort Sumter is a measure of pacifica- 
I tion, and that Fort Piekens will not be attacked, at 
present, nor until its evacuation, shall become a military 
j necessity also. The Commissioners and the Rebel Author- 
' ities at Montgomery can afford to wait, and concentrate the 
requisite forces. There is apparently a good understand¬ 
ing between the parties—as much so as between the Reb¬ 
els and the commanders of the U. 8. fortifications and ves¬ 
sels that have been surrendered. 

Jefferson Davis, as President of the new Southern Con- 
i federacy has vetoed a Bill for suppressing the African Slave 
trade, on the ground that one of its provisions, conflicted 
with ihe spirit of the New Constitution, in providing, in 
certain contingencies, for the sale and enslavement of the 
negroes illegally imported. A vote was ordered, on the 
passage of the Bill over the veto, and the result was yeas 
15, and nays 24. Howell Cobb, Curry, Toombs, Barnwell, 
and Keitt voting with the yeas, for the Bill as first passed. 

So the Bill was defeated by the veto, and the Confedera¬ 
ted States yet remain without any Statute, (as required by 
the Constitution) for prohibiting the African Slave trade. 

Hon. Horace Greeley addressed the Republican Central 
Club last evening, counseling no compromise with the 
South, and repudiating all desire for a re-construction of 
the Union involving any concession of Republican princi¬ 
ples. 

But what are “ Republican principles 7” And what are 
“concessions” of them 7 These are the questions requiring 
Mr. Greeley's attention. Would the proposed “irrevocable 7 ; 
amendment of the Constitution for perpetuating slavery be 
a “concession of Republican principles 7” ‘Let Mr. Gree¬ 
ley speak out, and let us know. 

Sherman M. Booth again liberated—This time by Buchan- 
: an. —There were two astonished men in this city yesterday 
! morning—Jehu H. Lewis, tho imprisoner, and Shc-rman M. 
Booth, the imprisoned. 

On going to the P. O., yesterday moraiug, Marshall Lew- 
'■ js received an official document from the hand oi Buchan- 
an, dated March 2d, 1861, remitting the sentence of Sher¬ 
man M. Booth. Straitway the redoubtable official, with a 
I premtifude worthy of all praise, went to the County jail of 
this county and informed the custodian he had a free man 
I imprisoned there. 

It is superfluous to say that Mr. Booth was surprised at 
this action on the part of" one who has been so recreant to 
the rights of freedom, so devoted to the interests of slavery, 


! throughout his term.—On only one hypothesis have we an 
! explanation to the proceeding, viz: that having expressed 
! an intention to join the church and be a better man, the 
! rest of the short term of his life, Buchanan thought it best 
I to invite divine commiseration by one act of simple justice 
I in an executive capacity. Be this as it may, Sherman .M. 
Booth enjoys the pare air and sun light without interven¬ 
ing bars and bolts, and there are few citizens of Wisconsin 
who will not rejoice with us that the hand of oppression 
has been removed from him.— Free Dem.. 11th. 

John Tyler re-immortalized himself at the close of the 
Old Ladies-in-Pants-Peace Congress, by making the motion 
that the Union continue to exist on condition “that one-half 
the patronage of tho federal government should bo dispen- 
I sed to citizens of slavebolding States.” We suppose that he 
| regarded that as a generous compromise as about three- 
fourths of it has heretofore been dispensed in these States. 

J To give up one quarter of what they have had, is liberal, 
sure! The motion did not prevail, so tho next wc bear of 
John is, he appears at Richmond bewailing the meagre re¬ 
sults of the Convention.— Fond du lac Commonwealth. 

The Virginia State Convention. Richmond, Tues¬ 
day. March 19. The Committee on Federal Relations to 
day reported tho proposed amendments to the Constitution. 
It is Franklin’s substitute changed by using the expression 
“involuntary servitude” in place of “person held to slave¬ 
ry.” Tho rights of owners are not to be impaired by Con¬ 
gressional or Territorial law or the preexisting law of Mex¬ 
ico. In territory hearafter acquired, involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, is prohibited north of 36 ° 30. but shall 
not be prohibited by Congress or any Territorial Legisla¬ 
ture south of that line. In the third section there are ver¬ 
bal alterations for the somewhat better security of property 
in transitu. The fifth section prohibits the importation of 
slaves from places beyond tho limits of the United States. 
The sixth section makes verbal changes in relation to re¬ 
muneration for fugitives by Congress, and excises tho 
clause relative to securing privileges and immunities. The 
seventh section forbids the elective franchise and the right 
to hold office to persons of African race. Tho eighth says 
none of these amendments nor the third paragraph of the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor 
third paragraph of the second section of second article 
thereof, shall bo amended or abolished without the consent 
of all the States. 

The taxation question was up and debated, but uo action 
I taken. 

! Mr. Randolph concluded his speech. 

EXCITING TIMES IN RICHMOND. 

A call, circulated in Richmond (Ya.) late in the after¬ 
noon of March 15, attracted an immense crowd of Union- 
loving citizens to the Metropolitan Hall. Addresses were 
made by Major J. A. Early, W. P. Willey, Geo. W. Brent 
and Marmaduke Johnson, delegates to the State Conven¬ 
tion. Great enthusiasm was manifested. 

On the same evening the African Church was thronged 
by secessionists, assembled to listen to an address from the 
Hon. R. A. Pryor. He made an ultra Southern speech, 
advocating secession, immediate, absolute and eternal. Mr. 
Lincoln he characterized as a “misshapen ape, occupying 
tho pedestal where once stood tho proud SVasbington.” 
He declared that he would rather be dragged at the tail of 
South Carolina than led in chains after the triumphal car of 
Massachusetts. Much excitement was created during his 
speech by the advent of) 300, delegates from Petersburg, 
bearing the banner of the C. S. A. 

The money pressure in the South seems to be getting un¬ 
bearable. A letter from Columbus, Georgia, in The Sa¬ 
vannah Republican, says: 

“The bonds authorized by the Legislature for the pur¬ 
pose of continuing the construction of the building cannot 
be sold, and so the work is suspended. Many of the hands 
had left already, so that there were but fifty-two remaining 
in the yard to be discharged. The contractor for turning 
the granite balusters finished his contract about two weeks 
since, but the coniractor for the granite capitals and mar¬ 
ble work have been reduced from one hundred and twelve 
to about seventy, and they are still going on, but with 
much uncertainty as to how long. On the first of October 
last, the total force at work at the quarries and in the yard 
employed by the State and the contractors amounted to 
498, of which 200 were negroes. This is now reduced to 
less than 100, with the prospect of still farther reduction. 
The founderies. machine-shops and printing-offices are 
working a smaller number of hands than usual, and the 
railroads are cutting down expenses. The GreenviUe road 
has reduced die salaries of all its employees, and the 
Charlotte road has discontinued the night express train and 
put its five passenger conductors on reduced pay, running 
one trip a week each, beside redaeing all the salaries, from 
tho President down.” 

; Southern Business Paralyzed. The Boston Atlas pub- 
; lishes the following extract from a private letter from a 
i gentleman of high social position residing in the central 
part of Mississippi. He is a slaveholder, and has soma 
' sixteen of the “human chattels” employed as dailv servants 
in his household: 

1 “I am doomed to disappoint you again : my arrange- 
j ments were made to pay you : my money in the hands of 
. as good and prompt men as are in the state, and I felt just 
I as sure of it on the first day of January as man could be. 
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But then came accursed secession, and the result has been 
to paralyze everything. I cannot collect a dollar—no one 
pays—all business and collections at a complete stand. 
Men that have money and could pay, if so disposed, will 
not pay. They say they must keep it against the evil days 
ahead ; that they anticipate civil war in our very midst, and 
then money they mustb&ve to protect or remove their fam¬ 
ilies. Our state has speeded—gone out of the Union. She 
has no credit—must resort to direct taxatien, which the 
people will resist, and then comes the dreadful reckoning 
between them and the base rascals, demagogues and politi¬ 
cians who have led them onto their ruin. But for my 
property here I wonld leave at once. I stay to prevent 
confiscation, which will be resorted to against all non-resi¬ 
dent property holders. 

“You can form no idea of the madness which prevails 
here, nor of the distress among our people. Our country 
is almost destitute of meat and bread, the poor are accumu¬ 
lating upon our hands, and whore all this is to end, God 
only knows.” 

Ultimatum of the South. Necfssitt of its adop¬ 
tion by the Citt of New York. Under this head the 
N. Y. Herald avers that the new Constitution of the South¬ 
ern Confederacy, being a decided improvement upon the 
present Constitution, contains the ultimatum of the South, 
its only basis for a reconstruction, and urges its endorse¬ 
ment by the City of New York preparatory to its adoption 
by the whole North. 

Thursday Morning. The Washington dispatches con¬ 
tradict those of yesterday. 

The N. Y. Times says, 

The primitive assertion that Fort Sumtor was to evacu¬ 
ated yesterday appears to have had no foundation in fact, 
and the whole matter now rests in just as much uncertain^ 
ty as ever. It is probably, however, if the order for cvac- 
uation has not been actually issued, it soon will be. 

The two indictments against John B. Floyd, Ex Secreta- 
of War, have been dismissed by the Washington Court 11s 
untenable. 

So we have a judicial necessity, as well os a military ne¬ 
cessity, against punishing or restraining crime or treason. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


appears to be more popular than ever before. They are now 
I generally known bv the name of “abolitionists." We have a 
j sympathy for the name. 

The steamship Australasian is safe. She arrived at Queens¬ 
town on the 3rd fast., having put back in consequence of I 
breaking her screw in Long. 30 W. The Arabia arrived at this 
port on Saturday evening, having brought the mails and pas¬ 
sengers of the Australasian. 

The Bev. T. Starr King was recently urging npon his chnrch I 
in San Francisco, the necessity of a new organ. He said the 
one they had was an insult to the congregation, to the church, 1 
and to the Psalms of David, which the choir could not sing, 
because of its oppressive asthma. 

On Thursday of last week, the Senate, on the motion of Mr. 
Fessenden, declared the seats of Senators Benjamin of La., 
Brown and Davis of Miss.; Olay of Ala.; Mallory of Fa.; and 
Tombs of Ga. vacant, they having announced that they were 
no longer members of the Senate. Wigfall is unnoticed. 

On Wednesday of last week, there was a meeting of gentle¬ 
men to consider the propriety of organizing a Pawner's or I 
loaner's Bank, similar to the one which has been established 
in Boston, to the great benefit of the poor in that city. A sim¬ 
ilar bank, called the Monte de Piete , lias long been in operation 
in Paris. 

A friend writing from Soath Carolina says: "Shall Isay that 
my pen moves in a foreign country, because South Carolina fa 
her sovereign capacity, has declared herself a free and inde¬ 
pendent commonwealth f" We should thank the friend not 
to say anything of the sort, inasmuch as South Carolina is nei¬ 
ther free nor independent. 

The San Francisco Aha California , learns that the French 
man-of-war "Serious” has strictly blockaded the ports of Ma- 
zntlan and San Bias. Two Mexican war schooners, which bad 
been captured by the French vessel, are supposed to be used 
by the French commander fa enforcing tho blockade, which 
was established to compel tho payment of an old claim of 
$10,000. 

The passage of the Tariff Bill by Republican and Democratic 
votes, and its sanction by a Democratic President, would seem 
to indicate an extinction of old party lines, since it is almost 
the precise thing for which the old whig party, under Clay, 
Webster, and Crittenden, worked so long and unfruitfully. 
It is believed by its advocates, tbat under the operation of this 
tariff, tho miners of Pennsylvania, and the cotton-spinners of 
New England, will be greativ benefit ted. 


Michigan declines to repeal her Personal Liberty Laws. 

California repudiates the visionary scheme of a Pacific Re¬ 
public. 

Maine, contrary to expectation abroad, has repealed her Per¬ 
sonal Liberty laws. 

The Donations to the New York Kansas Relief Committee 
fund, for the week ending March 15th, amounted to $5,736,70. 

New York and BoBton capitalists are making arrangements 
to establish iron works of the largest class at Bristol, Rhode 
Island. 

New Ham psb ire at its late election, went Republican 4600 
majority. The Legislature will stand : Republicans, 115 ; Dem¬ 
ocrats, 60. 

Notwithstanding the drain resulting from the recent Feder¬ 
al loan, the New York Banks held $35,000,000 in specie, on 
Monday last. 

Mr. Orville Gardner of the Fourth Ward Reading Room, 
having exhibited symptoms of insanity, has been removed to 
Pennsylvania. 

Daring the past month, the oldest person of the Onondaga 
tribe of Indians, a woman named Hannah, died at the sup¬ 
posed age of over 120 years. 

The flag of the Confederated States was dung to the breeze, 
from the staff on the Capitol of Alabama, on the 4th fast., by 
Miss L. C. Tyler, daughter of Ex-President Tyler. 

The skating retains at the Central Park show that daring 
the Winter “the ball'' was up 26 days. The highest number 
of visitors was on the 9th of Feb., when 105,000 persons en¬ 
tered at the Park gates. 

The report of the Illinois Central Railroad for February, ex¬ 
hibits a total of $16,449,183,82 reoeived by that company from 
land sales during the past dozen years. The receipts for lands 
in February were $118,611,07. 

A Southern paper states the loss to the country, caused by 
the present agitation, in the depreciation, the interruption of 
business, the loss of time and waste of energy, is at least 
$1,000,000,000. This is a bilious calculation 

The defalcation of Mires, the Paris broker, is said to reach 
the enormous sum of one hundred million dollars Four 
members of Napoleon’s household are involved in his transac¬ 
tions. His daughter visits him at the prison every morning. 

The Charleston Mercury boasts that nearly all the U. S. forts 
in the South have fallen. Prentice responds : “Yes, and we 
are sorry to say that, like the poor man on his way to Jericho, 
mentioned in the New Testament, they have fallen among 


The Illinois legislature attempted to pass a statute imposing 
a penalty for fast driving over the bridges of that State, bnt by 
inadvertantly leaving out the word “fast,” or neglecting to 
specify the legal rate of speed, has positively prohibited driv¬ 
ing over the bridges at all. 

The English Non-conformists are agitating the country on 
the subject of the abolition of Chnrch rates. The movement 


The 8pringfield Republican says; “The question whether a 
chapter in the Bible or a hymn shall impress a congregation 
profoundly, or not at all, is a question of reading. The question 
as to whether a sermon shall even be heard at all, is a question 
of reading. A poor composition well read is more effective 
than a good composition badly read. Let tbe American peo 
pie look more to this matter in schools and colleges. Let vo¬ 
cal culture have more attention, and let us change our models. 

Tho Rev. Dr. Scott of 8an Francisco, in a late sermon on 
“Tho National Humiliation,”—the lesson of Ninevah to Am¬ 
erica, remarked that the present perilous state of affaire at the 
•South, would never have come to pass but for the divisions in 
the Chnrch. The idea that 33,000,000 of freemen should go 
to war in this Christian age, about 8,000,000 Africans, who 
were being civilized, educated, and christianized among us —even in 
a way that did not suit all—was preposterous. Is not the 
Dr's, idea a little preposterous f 

Oil wells in Canada, and in Pennsylvania have been the 
source of much profit and excitement. Mr. William Dentors, 
a geologist, says of these wells : 

“The troth is, that this Oil, found so abundantly in Canada, 
Mecca, Ohio, Titusville. Pa., and many other localities, is not 
coal oil, bnt coral oil. Stored away in cells, forming in the ag¬ 
gregate immense reefs, as it was collected from the impure 
waters of the early oceans by minute coral polyps, it has been 
driven by heat and presure into reservoirs and crevices, where 
man’s.fagennity is discovering it, day by day. I have fa my 
possession many specimens of this fossil coral, with the oil 
plainly visible in the cells. 

In Canada the oil fever is raging. Land is changing hands 
rapidly, and selling from $8,000 to $10,000 an acre, according to 
its supposed propinquity to the oleaginous deposit. On the 
Michigan side of the river I have no doubt that oil will yet be 
discovered in large quantities, though at a greater depth." 

The condition of Southern Italy, under the administation of 
Prince Carignauo, has materially improved. Five millions 
livrt have been appropriated by the government, to the con¬ 
struction of highways and other pnblic works throughout 
Southern Italy. This will distribute nearly one million of dol¬ 
lars among the laboring classes, or rather raise to the condi¬ 
tion of laborers those who have been wont to subsist upon 
alms. In the numbers and impudence of its beggars, the city 
of Naples surpassed any other in Europe, not excepting the 
capital of Turkey. These sturdy, lazy, and tumultuous hordes 
in the hands of the government, become a most formidable in¬ 
strument of mischief, a sort of nether mill-stone, between 
which and the despot on the throne, the industry of the coun¬ 
try and the spirit of the people was ground to powder. A re¬ 
form which will drive the Lazaroni of Naples to the highways 
or into the fields, and employ them at useful industry, will 
prove a boon not only to that country, but the world at large. 
Every lover of true progress and of liberty, will rejoice ai the 
turn which affairs have taken in that country, so long aban 
doned to oppression and inactivity. 

The Brandon riliss.) Republican , speaking of the famine in 
that State, says; 

“How humiliating to every Mississipian to know that, after 
curling and denouncing the people of the Maeth , as our citizens have 


been in the habit of denouncing them, tee are compelled to turn 
I around and beg them for bread, and they in turn are trying to kill us 
Kith bndners. by treating our agent with the greatest respect, 

| and not only giving him more than he asked for, hut paying 
for the sacks to put it in." 

I The same issue of the same paper, contains the following : 

“The next gale that sweeps to our ears from Washington, 
may bear npon its viewless wings a declaration of war from 
I this Alaric of the North. The myrmidons of abolitionism may 
I attempt to execute tbe mandates of their barbarian chief. He 
I may pour his hordes, like the pisgnes of Egypt, upon our fair 
i territory ; he may denounce onr country, and sack our cities, 

1 bnt everywhere he will find a foe unconquerable and invind- 
I ble : and though the spirit of the people may be humbled, its 
light will not be quenched, though it may l-o trampled in the 
ground by a superiority of numbers in one place, ft will, like 
1 the fabled mountains of Arethusa, burst forth anew and afresh 
in another. Will the New Hampshire clown leave his native 
sawdust and re-enact the character of Falstaff on some south¬ 
ern Shrewsbury plain ! Will the valiant Sumner lead a squad 
of Frec-Lovere into South Carolina and become re-inoculated 
with tho requisite merit for new senatorial honors ? Will Par¬ 
son Beecher leave the Church of tbe Holy Rifles in custody of 
the city police, and invade Virginia with the scum of New 
York pauper houses, or Senator Wade depopulate Kentucky 
with his rag tag and bobtail constituency of the Western Re¬ 
serve 


Jmiln UtisccIIang. 

For the Principle. 

TO EI.LIE. 


No: my “violets” are not faded. 

My “roses” have not paled— 

No: through all this weary parting. 
Rude storms have not assailed 
My beloved—mv Elenore— 

She is fairer than e'er before ! 


And now, Ellic.I look closer, 

Is it fancy ? Do I dream? 

Are my “violets" telling stories? 

Have they not a softer gleam 
Than they wore or e'er we parted ? 
—EUie, dearest, art whole-hearted?— 


Ah ! the “ roses” do betray thee— 
And the dimples vM go in 1 
And I know that saucy Cupid, 

Who is ever plotting sin, 

Has canied off, a willing prize, 

The heart that peeped out through 


From the Mother's Magazine. 
SHALL I NOT DRINK IT. 


Exceedingly sorrowful even to death. 

He sinks to the earth—he is fainting for breath: 

"My father !—This cup 1—Oh, why must it be ? 

Why may not this bitterest cup puss from me ? 

But yet, not as I will - as thou wilt. How sweet. 

The draught in which justice and tenderness meet; 

And shall I not drink if, whate’er it may be, 

The cop which my Father has given to me!" 

'Twas thus in the fiercest assault of despair. 

The Saviour in darkness poured forth lus Iona prayer, 

As sinking beneath the vast burden he fell. 

That else must have sunk a lost world into hell. 

With none to uphold him, with none to console, 

Unnitied, unheeded, he poured out his soml ; 

“Oh, shall I nol drink it. whate’er It may be. 

The cup which my Father has given tome!" 

Did Jesus receive e’en the wormwood and gall, 

And drink the last dregs of the cup, for us all ? 

Then why from the drop, which he gives me to drink. 

So mingled with sweeUiess, should lever shrink? 

"How sweet,” let me say, “is my bitterest oup, 

Compared with the draught that my Saviour drank up; 
Then shall I not drink it, whate’er It may be. 

The cup which my FATnsahas given to me?” 

The friend on whose bosom I loved to recline, 

Whose mind, heart,and soul were commingled with min 
On whom I delighted to lean in distress. 

And whom,at all seasons, I joyed to caress. 

My dearest companion He's taken away. 

And lott me to sorrow and anguish a prey; 

But shall J not drink it, though bitter it be, 

The cup which my Father has given to in 
The sweet little cl 

I hope to renew in MHL__ _ 

The babe, on whose face I would gaze with delight. 

And trace those loved features, once beautions and bright. 
Whom lonely and widowed, 1 clasped to my breast. 

My dear, lovely child He has taken to rest: 

Yet shad I not drink it, though bitter it be. 

The cup which my Father has given to me ? E. F. H. 

DEATH-BED OF BAKUN BUNSEN. 


ic pledge of that love 


The death-bed of Baron Bunsen, was in every way ad¬ 
mirable. All the tender and noble sentiments with which 
lus heart was filled were poured ont in a last effusion. One 
feels that he was raised to that luminous hight where the 
mind soars above onr poor human systems, which know so 
little. The Christian father in his gentle dignity, the ar¬ 
dent friend of the German fatherland, tbe devoted partisan 
of liberty in the whole world, especially the Christian 
world, the Christian whose faith is being changed into life, 
each spoke by tarns through his month, in the midst of 
cruel sufferings. Baron Bunsen desired his existence to be 
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prolonged, in order to accomplish the labors he had com¬ 
menced. One night he understood this not to he the 'will 
of God, and rising from his arm-chair, he exclaimed, “0 
God I commit my spirit into Thy hands.* - ’ He then sum¬ 
moned all his family, and said to them: ,! A great change 
has taken place in my thoughts, not with regard to my im¬ 
mortal soul, not with regard to Christ, my only Savior, but 
with regard to my body. I feel that I am dying.” 

After having blessed his children, and expressed his 
grateful affection for the faithful partner of his life in the 
most touching terms, saying that he had loved in her that 
which was eternal, (In dir liebieieh das Ewige ,) “May God,” 
he exclaimed, “bless my friends! May my country be 
blessed ; Italy and her liberty ! May Prussia be blessed, 
Germany, England, the whole world! I desire every bles¬ 
sing for the Prince and Princess of Prussia. Gratitude to 
Niebuhr.” It was Niebuhr, as is known, who introduced 
Baron Bunsen into the career he so worthily fulfilled. Af¬ 
ter having thanked his servant for his care, with the truest 
affection, he continued with a heavenly expression on his 
countenance: “Notwithstanding all my weaknesses and 
shortcomings, I have desired, I have sought for that which 
is noble here below ; but my best experience is that of hav¬ 
ing known Jesus Christ. I leave this world without ha¬ 
ting any one. No, no hatred—hatred is an accursed thing. 
Oh, how good it is to look upon life, from this elevation ! 
One then perceives what an obscure existence we have led 
upon earth. Upward ! upward! It becomes not darker, 
but always brighter, brighter. I am now in the kingdom 
of God. Till now it was only an anticipation. 0, my God I 
how beautiful are thy tabernacles !” 

The 29th of October, as his attention was directed to a 
brilliant sunset, “Yes,” he said, in English, “that is beau¬ 
tiful. The love of God is in everything.” “May God bless 
you eternally,” he added in French. “Let us part in Jesus 
Christ. God is life, love—love that wilts; will that loves. 
(Wollendes Lieben, liebendes Wollen,] Christus, recognosci- 
lur victor, Christus est, est Christus victor. —There is no 
death in God. I wish nothing theatrical, but I wish to say 
a few words in the midst of my children and my friends. 
I am dying, and I wish to die. I commend myself to the 
recollection of every good man, and I beg him to recollect 
me with kindness. I offer my blessing, the blessing of an 
old man, to all who desire it. I die in peace with all the 
world. Those who live in Christ, who live in loving Him, 
those are His. Those who do not live by His life, do not 
belong to Him, by whatever name they may call them¬ 
selves, and whatever confession of faith they may sign. 
Belonging to a church or sect is nothing. I see clearly 
that we are all sinners. We have only Christ in God. Wo 
only exist in so far as we exist in God and have eternal 
life. We have lived in this eternal life in proportion as 
we fiave lived in God. All else is nothing.” 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF LIVING TO OLD AGE. 

When people see a very old man or woman, great sur¬ 
prise is expressed; whereas, old ago should be the lot of 
nearly all, and would be, wore the laws of nature obeyed. 
We published a letter last week from Mr. Ralph Farnham. 
the revolutionary patriot, now one hundred years old, and 
still vigorous, who, so far as we can see, may yet, with 
care, live a quarter of a century, in which the true philoso¬ 
phy of living to old age is hit upon. 

What is this ? It is a secret. The ancient philosophers 
spent whole lives in trying to discover what they called the 
“elixir of lifein other words, some compound by which 
the powers of the human system might be made to endure 
an ndefinito length of time. Though aiming to bo philoso¬ 
phers, we of this later and more practical day see that they 
were simply—fools. They looked everywhere but in the 
right place, and thought of everything but the right thing. 
Mr, Farnham, a farmer, living in an obscure place, and un¬ 
lettered, was wiser than all of them. 

The “philosophy” is in plain diet, and abstemious as to 
quantity; regular habits, light suppers, plenty of sleep, and 
the “avoidance of medicine.” The programme is very sim¬ 
ple, very easily understood ; but it is the true and right one. 
It is in these alone that long life can be obtained, and not 
by any so-called secret means in the way of medical com¬ 
pounds, &c. Nature deals plainly, and by simple laws. 
Heed her teachings and follow her laws, and health will be | 


| the consequence. Disregard them, and the reverse will 
' certainly follow. 

There is no one thing in which a large majority of peeple 
j in civilised life commit so great an error, as in the quantity 
| of food swallowed. We say swallowed, because it is neither 
i eaten properly, digested, nor assimilated. It is merely 
thrown, as it were, into the system, where it is imperfectly 
disposed of, after a fashion, and is constantly being mani¬ 
fested in disease, of some form or other. 

It is the united voice of the most intelligent physicians 
and physiologists of the past twenty-five years, based on the 
most thorough and enlightened investigation of the subject, 
that men and women, as the world goes, eat at least twice 
mare than nature requires. What is over the required 
amount not only oppresses the system, but opens the way 
for active disease. 

Let the philosopher of Acton—the venerable patriot of 
the Revolution—the man of common sense and wise thought 
—lot theBC hints, suggestions, facts, he borne in mud. Those 
who would attain to what is the desire of every human be¬ 
ing on the face of the earth—a green old age—should learn 
that is attained by simple means, and is within the reach of 
all.— Boston Bee. 


THE BEST BED. 

Of the eight pounds which a man eats and drinks in a 
day, it is thought that not less than five pounds leave his 
body through the skin. And of these five pounds a con¬ 
siderable per ccntage escapes during the night while he is 
in bed. The larger part of this is water, but in addition there 
is much effete and poisonous matter. This being in great 
part gaseous in form, permeates every part of the bed. Thus 
all parts of the bed , mattress, blankets, as well as sheets, soon 
become foul and need purification. 

The mattress needs this ronovation quite as much as the 
sheets. To allow the sheets to be used without washing 
or changing, three or six months, is regarded as bad house¬ 
keeping, but I insist if a thin shoot can absorb enough of 
the poisonous excretions of the body to make it unfit for 
use in a few days, a thick mattress which can absorb and 
retain a-thousand times as much of these poisonous excre¬ 
tions needs to be purified as often certainly as once in three 
months. 

A sheet can be washed. A mattress cannot be renovated 
in this way. Indeed there is no other way of cleansing a 
mattress but by steaming it, or picking it to pieces, and thus, 
in fragments, exposing it to the direct rays of the sun. As 
these processes are scarcely practicable with any of the 
ordinary mattresses, I am decidedly of the opinion that the 
good old fashioned straw bed, that can be changed every three 
months with fresh straw, and the tick washed, is sweetest and 
the healthiest of beds. 

If in the winter season the porousness of the straw bed 
makes it a little uncomfortable, spread over it a comforter, 
or two woolen blankets, which should be washed as often 
as every two weeks. With this arrangement, if you wash 
all the bed-covering as often as once in two or three weeks, 
you will have a delightful, healthy bed. 

Now if you leave the bed to air, with open windows dur¬ 
ing the day, and not make it up for the night before even¬ 
ing, you will have added greatly to the sweetness of your 
rest, and in consequence to the tone of your health.— Dr. D. 
Lewis. 

SAY “OUR FATHER” FOR EVE. 

Euston Hastings, father of little Eve, who was very ill 
with scarlet fever, was an Infidel. Sitting alone with her 
late in the night, the child turned from side to side uneasi¬ 
ly, and looked somewhat wildly around her. 

“ What is the matter, my darling ?” said he. 

“ Where is mamma ? Eve wants mamma to say ‘Our 
Father.*' ” 

He had often seen the little child kneeling heside hex- 
mother. and say “Our Father.” 

“ Mamma is asleep,” he said, “when she awakes I will 
call her.” 

“ No, no, papa. Eve will sleep then.” 

“ I will call her at once, then.” 

“No, don’t wake poor mamma. Papa say ‘ Our Father 1 
for Eve.” 

“ Will Eve say it to papa ?” 

“ No, Eve too siek, papa: Eve can’t .talk so much. Pa¬ 


pa kneel down and say ‘ Our Father' like 
night, won't yon, papa 


didl 


He could not resist that voice, and kneeling down t 
laying his hand on the clasped hands of his little child, 
commenced the prayer. He understood it and trembler 
it, but his infidelity was annihilated. 

Soothed by this, she fell asleep, hut only for a few n 
utes. .Suddenly, in a louder voice, she said— 

“ Papa, papa, see there, up there, papa.” 

Her eyes were fixed on the ceiling, while a smile of 
played on her lips, and her arms were stretched up a: 
some heavenly visitant. 

“ Eve coming,” she cried again. “ Take Eve ” 

“ Will Eve leave papa ?” he said. 

With her eyes still fixed upward, and expending her 1 
strength in an effort to rise from her bed, she murmurec 
broken tones, “Papa come to-mamma-grandpa-little br< 
er—dear papa—” 

The last words could barely he distinguished, when 
spirit left for heaven.— Charms and Counter Charms. 


“ You labor over much on your compositions, doett 
said a flippant clergyman to a venerable divine. “I wi 
a sermon in three hours, and make nothing of it.” 

“ So your congregation say,” replied the doctor. 

There is no greater obstacle to success than trusting 
something to turn up, instead of going to work to turn 
something. 

Many beautiful ladies, when walking out, seem very 
gry if they are gazed at, and sadly disappointed if they 


not. 


Before and After Secf.ssion. —The State of Texa 
the Republic of Taxes. 

Educate the whole man—the head, the heart, the body : 
head to think, the heart to feel, and the body to act. 

Many a poor woman thinks she can do nothing with 
a husband; and when she gets one, finds she can do noth 
with him. 

A Yankee being asked how it was that his sweethc 
had given him the mitten, replied: 

“ I was such a fool that I praised her so much that 
got-so proud that she wouldn’t speak to me.” 
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